[Cutaneous amyloidoses].
Significant advances in basic research in biochemistry and immunology has tremendously increased our understanding of amyloidoses. The chemical structure of several amyloid proteins has been partly characterized. Specific antibodies may provide new methods for immunohistological diagnosis of amyloidoses. Cutaneous manifestations can affect the skin only or develop during the course of systemic amyloidoses. Although these conditions are so rare, dermatologists should be aware of the changing clinical manifestations of cutaneous amyloidoses if they wish to avoid diagnostic failures.